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St. Clair Community Youth Resource Fair: a commitment to transition youths
From Chiquita Ford-White, MSW
Family to Family TDM Facilitator
St. Clair County DHS, Port Huron
Ford-WhiteC@michigan.gov
The St. Clair County DHS and community
partners organized the second Community
Youth Resource Fair called “Me…Taking
Care of Me” for the youths in our
community. The event was held March 12
at the St. Clair County Community College.

St. Clair County MSU Extension solicited
Belle River Credit Union to donate a Mad
City Money simulation kit. The challenge
was for the youths to build a budget while
visiting merchants to select housing,
transportation, food, household necessities,
clothing and other wants and needs.The
hands-on simulation came complete with
occupation, spouse, student loan debt,
credit card debt and insurance payments.

The event began at 4 p.m. with some
anxious youths signing in a few minutes
before time. There were 37 youths age 14
and older that participated. There were over
20 community agencies with a display table
that participated in the simulation as
merchants. The St. Clair County Youth
Advisory Board, called Voices of Youth
Standing Strong, assisted with the
preparation and participated in the reality
simulation.

Later, the youths enjoyed pizza, pop and
entertainment by a local rap artist. There
was fun for all, numerous door prizes
including fast food gift cards, candy, pizza,
t-shirts, Rubbermaid tubs filled with
independent living necessities, hygiene gift baskets, dishes, pots/pans sets, a toaster oven and other items were raffled at
the end of the evening. Many of the foster parents attended and were pleased with the set-up and experience provided for
the youths. Throughout the evening there was grumbling like this heard from many youths: “This is so hard,” I’m going to
make more money than this,” “I don’t want to grow up too fast,”
“That was fun but I don’t want children yet,” “I had $43 left for the
month but I didn’t buy groceries.”

The St. Clair County Youth Advisory Board is anxious to plan for
next year’s event and would like to extend special gratitude to our
community agencies for their sponsorship and support. Overall,
there were over 70 persons in attendance and the second annual
Community Youth Resource Fair was a great success!

A St. Clair County Youth Advisory Board member meets with the Teen Health
Center representative during the St. Clair Youth Resource Fair held March 12
in Port Huron.
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Macomb volunteers pack more than 2,100 duffel bags for foster children
From Karen Urquhart
Macomb County DHS. Clinton Township
UrquhartK@mighigan.gov
In Macomb County, five volunteers that affectionately refer to themselves as “The Duffel Bags,” named after the program for
which they volunteer, have had a tremendous impact on the lives of children entering foster care. These ladies devote many
hours every month packing and distributing duffel bags filled with essential and comfort items to abused and neglected
children. The bags and contents comprise all new items donated from local individuals, businesses and groups. The
volunteers sort and inventory the donations, shop for supplies, fill the bags, and then deliver them to our three district offices
so that a supply is on hand for CPS and foster care staff.

Duffel bags are lovingly stuffed with items such as diapers, baby wipes, baby wash, sleepers, baby bottles, bibs, security
blankets, and stuffed animals for the infants and toddlers. Older children and teens receive bags filled with school supplies,
toothbrush & toothpaste, shampoo & conditioner, deodorant, soap, mouthwash, nail kits, pajamas, comb/brush, socks,
underwear, personal journals, and a folded, expandable tote. Because children often enter foster care without any personal
belongings, these bags are crucial to each and every child in this difficult situation. The children know their bag and its
contents are theirs to keep which helps ease the trauma they often face during this uncertain time in their life.

“This is mine? All mine to keep forever? All my school stuff was left at my old school last week,” were the recent remarks
from a 10-year-old boy who just received a duffel bag.

Foster parents also look forward to having children arrive at their home with a filled duffel bag. Because they can never
predict the ages and gender of children coming into their care, it’s difficult to keep adequate supplies on hand. Knowing that
a child will arrive with basic essentials of their own, prevents them from having to run out to the store at all hours of the night
to purchase these necessary items.

The Duffel Bag Program became a Volunteer Services program in September 2002. Since then, these exceptional
volunteers have packed more than 2,100 duffel bags. This past year, they encountered several challenges such as
witnessing a significant increase in the amount of children entering foster care while facing declining donations of items to
fill the bags. Despite these obstacles, they managed to pack over 500 duffel bags, making this the largest distribution in a
single year.

“When filling these bags, I feel sad for the reason I am doing it, but joyful when I see the gleam in a child’s face when they
open the bag and see all the goodies inside,” said long-time volunteer Loretta Twisdom, “That gives me great satisfaction in
volunteering for this program.”

Macomb DHS is proud to have these special individuals as volunteers. Because of their gifts of time, talent, and devotion,
thousands of children have found comfort and care.

Left: Members of “The Duffel Bags”
from left: Marilyn McGregor, Rose
Scotchel, Loretta Twisdom, Joyce
Johnson and Delores Melton. These
volunteers, shown with their
product, have loaded more than
2,100 duffel bags for Macomb
County foster children.



Adrian Training School hosts “Strong Women: Hear Us Speak”
Dalila Beard MSW, Chair
Michigan Female Responsive Task Force
Adrian Girls Training School, Adrian
BeardD2@michigan.gov
In celebration of women’s history month, the Michigan Female
Responsive Task Force and Adrian Girls Training School
sponsored an event March 12 called “Strong Women: Hear Us
Speak.” This event was a tremendous success and provided
Adrian Training School youths with education and awareness
surrounding women’s history while encouraging and inspiring
them to become strong women within our communities.

Adrian Training School director Sandra Bow welcomed our
guests and presenters that included a keynote address from
the Honorable Margaret Murray-Scholz Noe, judge of the
Lenawee County Probate Court.

This event also included poetry readings and informational
presentations from the Adrian Training School residents, the
Women’s History Month Jeopardy Game, and the “Web of
Support” closing ceremony. The school’s youths and staff
attended this event in conjunction with peers from Maurice
Spears Campus in Adrian and Peckham Inc. in Lansing.

The task force and Adrian Training School collaborated with the
following local agencies and organizations to make this event
possible: Adrian Chamber of Commerce, Citizen Advisory
Action Council, Especially for You, Family Video, Lenawee
County Probate Court, Meijer Inc., Morning Fresh Bakeries,
Subway and McDonald’s of Lenawee County

We would like to extend our sincerest gratitude and appreciation to all those who made this collaborative community event
possible.

Judge Margaret Murray-Scholz Noe speaks to attenders
during a Women’s History Month event held at Adrian
Training School March 12.
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Chili, anyone?
Berrien County DHS hosted a
“Chili Cook-off” March 14. Four
employees– Jan Versaw, Mike
Bailey, Amanda Schmidt and
Michelle Souders (pictured aleft
to right)  – entered their “best”
pots of chili for judging.  Two
retired employees, Chuck Filibeck
and Roseann Nicholas, and one
current employee, Sherrie
Teed, had the important job
of judging the entries.

The winner overall for best flavor,
texture, presentation and heat
index was adult services
specialist Amanda Schmidt (far
right in front of her chili). She
received a $25 gift certificate for
Chili’s Grill & Bar. A chili lunch
was hosted afterwards for staff
and the proceeds went to the
employee fund for future events.

       – from Lee R. Stults

 The author is also substance abuse treatment coordinator at Adrian Training School.
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Your letters,

intercepted

and otherwise

Date: March 27
To: DHS Matters!
Subj: Charity
I was reading your online newsletter and thought that you might want to put something in your next newsletter about us. I
run a charity providing a backpack/baby bag to children entering into foster care. I have been working with Colin Parks in
Ingham County DHS. We have been supplying our packs to Ingham County for about eight
months. Our hope was to provide some security and comfort to these children during this
difficult time. They are given our bag when they are removed. The backpacks include a
toothbrush, toothpaste, shampoo/soap, night light, blanket, book and stuffed animal. The
baby bags include; wipes, blanket, rattle-toy, book, night light, wash, lotion, powder. I am
ready to start covering additional counties. If any counties are interested in our service
they can contact me through our Web site, www.sleeptightfoundation.org Please contact
me if you are interested in our story and need additional information. Thank you.
Wendy Larson
Lansing
www.sleeptightfoundation.org

Date: March 21
To: DHS Matters!
Subj: Thanks to DHS staff and clients
My name is John Girdwood and I worked for the MiCAFE Program at Elder Law of Michigan, Inc. between 2006 and April
2008. The MiCAFE Program has a federal waiver that allows our volunteers to complete DHS 1171 forms for Food
Assistance Program and Medicaid with the face-to-face interview waived in 12 Michigan counties.  I wanted to thank you all
before I was gone. Throughout my two years working for MiCAFE, I have had thousands of interactions with Food
Assistance customers (all over 60 years of age) and eligibility specialists, supervisors and district managers in our
counties. I want to express that I have nothing but great things to say about the Michigan DHS and its employees.
Specifically, these are the names of those who have made my life easier when working with senior FAP customers and
applicants: Rosie Davis and Nakeisha Haygood, Wayne-Medbury; Margie Young, AMS-Redford; Paris Bryson, Tee
Johnson, Cathy Merriman & Lorraine McCune, Genesee-McCree; Steven Roodvoets, Eaton DHS; as well as the
many others in Branch, Cass, Charlevoix, Eaton, Emmet, Genesee, Gratiot, Kalamazoo, St. Joe, Oakland, Wayne, and
Wexford. I could go on and on – Ms Davis, Ms. Haygood, Ms Johnson, Ms Merriman – thank you!
John Girdwood
Flint

Date: March 10
To: Walt Kaniszewski, Director

Ogemaw-Roscommon DHS
Subj: I appreciate your help
I wanted you to know I appreciate everything you have done to help my family. Many of you have done so much and worked
as a team to make our lives easier. I believe Ogemaw County is the best branch of DHS. I would like to recognize everyone
that helped. Sue Russell is always willing to help everyone…with a smile that is warm and welcoming. Eilene Howell is
caring and a hard worker. Your confidence makes people feel like the problem is small and you always work it out. Then the
old case workers from the past who have left memories of how they too went over and beyond the job descriptions – Terry
Hills, Roseann Buchholz – and Leo Giori, who no longer there but (whose) work is not forgotten. Louise Cook is really
reliable and very nice. She is a kind and loving person. You have a special department and I hope you all realize that your
children’s protective services workers are the absolute best. They work together to get things done. Monica Peach is one
of your best; she walked into our lives and left footprints in our hearts. She is one of the most compassionate people I
know…so gentle with children yet in court she can get it done. Darla McKelvey is a hardworking and very sweet. She gets
on the children’s level and says things in a way they will understand. Matt Engster is so understanding; he has a special
listening and compassion skill I have never seen. Matt is trustworthy (and) extra special to my two kids as they fully trust
him. Kara Mularz is so full of compassion, empathy and happiness. She is so happy when she walks into a room it
radiates on you. I can say as an outsider you have the best team of people working as special advocates for our children.
Thanks to all of you who have made a difference in our lives and in the community. Mr. Kaniszewski, you should be proud
of your workers because my overall experience has been perfect, above perfect, excellent. Your workers carry pride in what
they do. They work in unity for the best of humanity.
Dawn Taylor
Alger


